
MFL (French) Curriculum Progression
Dundry Primary School

Purpose and Aims of our French Curriculum:

National Curriculum:
Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and
deepen their understanding of the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its
speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking and read great
literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries.

At Dundry we have introduced La Jolie Ronde to support us in teaching French as our Modern Foreign Language. We start teaching French in Year 3 and continue teaching
every other term into Year 6. We have chosen to teach French as this is the most common additional language taught in our feeder secondary schools and so children will
move on from Dundry with a firm foundation in French ready to continue to progress in Key Stage 3 and beyond.

We have chosen La Jolie Ronde as it is a complete scheme that can be easily delivered in mixed-age classes, lower key stage 2 and upper key stage 2. The resource supports
teachers who may be non-specialists to ensure our teaching and learning of French is high quality and children are exposed to correctly pronounced and articulated French
whether from the teacher or from the CD resource, as well as a wide range of poetry, images and songs that reinforce the written and spoken language. The progression in
La Jolie Ronde is based on the National Languages Strategy Framework.

We aim that every child learns to be confident and enthused by our French lessons. We want children to be able to communicate in French both orally and in writing,
understanding what they hear and read and being able to respond appropriately. Our intention is that lessons are practical and content is based on familiar routines such as
counting, colours, days, pets, hobbies, food and family. We have built revision and recap into the 2-year rolling programme, believing that when children learn a new
language this helps them remember and recall their learning. As children progress and revisit key vocabulary, they are also taught more complex grammar structures within
which to use this vocabulary thereby building in new learning alongside revision.

As with our whole curriculum, we have identified ‘Big Ideas’ (or Threshold concepts) that help children to connect old learning to new learning. In French these Big Ideas are:

● Oracy - to speak confidently
● LIteracy -

○ Reading - to read fluently demonstrating knowledge of the language
○ Writing - to use and apply knowledge of the language to write accurately

● Intercultural Understanding - to gain a good understanding of the culture of the countries where the language is spoken, especially mainland France
● Knowledge about language

To ensure children ‘catch up’ following the disruption of the Coronavirus pandemic our 2-year cycle has been revised to revisit any missed content. Units will start with recap

and revision to ensure that children are secure in essential prior knowledge and skills before moving on.
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The National Curriculum Breadth of Study in French

KS2

Year 3 / Year 4 Year 5 / Year 6

Skills /
Disciplines

● Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of sources

● Speak fluently and spontaneously through discussion and questions with accuracy on pronunciation and accent

● Write at varying length for purpose and audience using the structures they have learned

● Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language

Knowledge
Pupils should be taught to:

● listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding
● explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words
● engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help*
● speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they

are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases*
● present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*
● read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language
● broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary
● write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly
● describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing
● understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of

high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.
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Our 2-year Cycle Long Term Overview in French (How we have organised la Jolie Ronde)

Cycle A 2021 - 2022

Year 3&4
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 3
Lessons 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Year 4
Lessons 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 14

Year 4
Lessons 8, 13, 15, 18

Year 5&6
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 5
Lessons 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7

Year 6
Lessons 1, 3, 4, 5, 6

Year 6
Lessons 8, 9, 11, 12, 13,
14

Cycle B 2022 - 2023

Year 3&4
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 3
Lessons 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10,
11

Year 4
Lessons 3, 4, 11, 12, 7

Year 4
Lessons 16, 17, 19, 20

Year 5&6
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 5
Lessons 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 6

Year 5
Lessons 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

Year 6
Lessons 15, 16, 17, 18, 19

Details of the content covered
Cycle A 2021 - 2022

Year 3&4
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 3
Lessons 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

● Numbers 0-10
● Greetings, asking and saying how you are
● Classroom instructions
● Ask for and give name
● Ask for and state age
● Colours

Year 4
Lessons 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, 14

● Revision of colours
● Parts of the body
● verb etre (to be)
● Members of the family
● Ask and answer questions about the family
● Easter traditions

Year 4
Lessons 8, 13, 15, 18

● rhyming words / poetry
● reading aloud passages with accurate

pronunciation
● Tu aimes…? Asking and answering

questions, using numbers 12-31

Year 5&6
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 5
Lessons 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7

● il y a + buildings on the highstreet
● directions, a gauche, a droite
● asking where places are
● Days of the week revision
● Christmas traditions and songs

Year 6
Lessons 1, 3, 4, 5, 6

● classroom routines
● recap of clothes vocab
● recap of family members
● recap of verb etre (to be)
● recap of family members

Year 6
Lessons 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14

● houses, recap of il y a, j’habite
● describing homes
● recap of prepositions
● recap of asking for a phrase to be repeated
●
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Cycle B 2022 - 2023

Year 3&4
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 3
Lessons 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 11

● Numbers 0-10
● Greetings, asking and saying how you are
● Classroom instructions
● Ask for and state age
● names of fruit
● days of the week
● months of the year

Year 4
Lessons 3, 4, 11, 12, 7

● Revision of asking for translation, nursery
rhymes

● zoo animals
● pets, traditional story
● pets, singular/plural
● Christmas theme

Year 4
Lessons 16, 17, 19, 20

● Hobbies
● positive and negative statements
● leisure activities, opinions
● weather and holidays

Year 5&6
Breadth
of Study

MFL Year 5
Lessons 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 6

● Revision of days of the week
● Revision of months of the year
● Revision of sports/hobbies
● Revision of fruit and food
● Christmas

Year 5
Lessons 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

● Breakfast
● dessert making
● Revision of the days of the weeks/months of

the year
● Revision of weather phrases
● Saying where you live

Year 6
Lessons 15, 16, 17, 18, 19

● booking a holiday
● travel options
● places to visit on holiday
● plan and deliver a talk about holiday plans

Our Progression Model in French (summary of key knowledge and skills we teach linked to our Big Ideas )

Big Idea LKS2 - Year 3 and Year 4 UKS2 - Year 5 and Year 6

Expectations Outcomes
‘most children should be able to…’

Expectations Outcomes
‘most children should be able to…’

Oracy - to
speak
confidently

Year 3
At the beginning of Year 3 the main emphasis is
on familiarising children with the sounds and
speech patterns of the new language. They enjoy
listening to and joining in with a range of songs,
poems and stories, and develop their confidence,
imagination and self-expression. They learn to
differentiate unfamiliar sounds and words. They
mimic and play with sounds. They understand
simple words and phrases, and begin to repeat
and to use some of them independently in simple
communicative tasks and role-plays. They listen to
a variety of voices, which may include the class
teacher, visiting native speakers, audio CDs, use
websites, DVDs or videos

Year 3
● Enjoy listening to and speaking in the

language
● Listen and respond to familiar spoken

words, phrases and sentences
● Communicate with others using simple

words and phrases and short
sentences

● Understand conventions such as taking
turns to speak, valuing the
contribution of others

● Use correct pronunciation in spoken
work.

Year 5
Children listen attentively and learn to identify the
main points from a short passage of several
sentences. They enjoy listening to and joining in
with a wider range of songs, poems and stories,
and develop their confidence, imagination and
self-expression. They learn how to express a
simple opinion and join in a short conversation

Year 5
● Pick out some of the detail from short

spoken passages
● Enjoy interacting even when they hear

unfamiliar language
● Join in a short conversation
● Make a short presentation using a

model
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Year 4
Children continue to enjoy listening to and joining
in with a wide range of songs, poems and stories,
and develop their confidence, imagination and
self-expression. They ask and answer a wider
range of questions and memorise and present
short texts such as finger rhymes, poems, songs,
role-plays or stories.

Year 4
● Listen to and identify words and short

phrases
● Communicate by asking and answering

a wider range of questions
● Memorise and present a short text.

Year 6
During Year 6 children listen to texts and learn to
pick out the main points and some details. They
learn texts, sketches and dialogues by heart and
perform them in front of an audience. They enjoy
listening to and joining in with a wide range of
songs, poems and stories, and develop their
confidence, imagination and self-expression. They
learn to initiate and sustain short conversations
without help. They also enjoy developing short
presentations or sharing simple accounts of
interesting events from their own experience
using a model.

Year 6
● Listen to and understand the main

points and some detail from a short
spoken passage

● Give a presentation in a clear audible
voice

● Converse briefly without prompts
● Enjoy listening and speaking

confidently.

Literacy

Reading - to
read fluently
demonstratin
g knowledge
of the
language

Writing - to
use and apply
knowledge of
the language
to write
accurately

Year 3
As children listen to sounds, words and phrases,
they repeat and chorus, learning accurate
pronunciation. They then gradually learn to link
simple phonemes and spellings. They enjoy
reading a few familiar words and phrases aloud
and begin to write letters and familiar words. They
also experiment with writing some familiar words
from memory

Year 3
● Recognise and understand some

familiar words and phrases in written
form

● Read aloud in chorus, with confidence
and enjoyment, from a known text

● Write some familiar simple words
using a model

● Write some familiar words from
memory.

Year 5
Children revisit and consolidate words and
structures learnt previously, and build on this
prior learning. They develop their reading skills by
re-reading a range of short texts. They learn to
put familiar words into sentence order. They
continue to develop their writing skills by using
words and phrases to build sentences and short
texts with support.

Year 5
● Read and understand some of the

main points from a text
● Understand how a simple sentence is

written
● Write words, phrases and a few

sentences using a model

Year 4
Children develop their reading skills and learn to
understand familiar written phrases in clear
printed script.They link listening and reading, by
reading short familiar stories, songs and poems
while listening to them at the same time. They
write familiar words and phrases using a model
and begin to experiment with building short
phrases from memory

Year 4
● Read and understand familiar written

phrases
● Follow a short text while listening and

reading, saying some of the text
● Read a wider range of words, phrases

and sentences aloud
● Write some familiar words and phrases

without help.

Year 6
Children read a variety of longer texts from
different text types. They read aloud with
confidence and enjoyment, and also enjoy reading
short texts independently. They learn to write
some short, simple sentences from memory and
continue to develop their writing skills by
constructing short texts using a model.

Year 6
● Read aloud with confidence,

enjoyment and expression, in chorus
or individually

● Read and understand the main points
and some detail from a short written
passage

● Write several sentences from memory
● Develop a short text using a model.

Intercultural
Understandin
g - to gain a
good
understanding
of the culture
of the
countries
where the

Year 3
Learning a language arouses children’s interest
and curiosity in their own identities and helps
them to see the relationships between their lives
and those of others. During the year they think
about the linguistic diversity of their own school
and talk about the languages they would like to
learn. They find out where the language they are
learning is spoken. They make contact either in
person or through Internet or video with a
partner school or native speaker, e.g. a parent, or
a language assistant.

Year 3
● Appreciate the diversity of languages

spoken within their school
● Talk about the similarities and

differences of social conventions
between different cultures

● Identify the country or countries
where the language is spoken

● Have some contact with the
country/countries

● Recognise a children’s song, rhyme or
poem well known to native speakers.

Year 5
Children discuss aspects of daily life which they
have in common with children in different
countries. They look at the similarities and
differences between their own locality and that of
another country. Children also learn about
symbols, objects and products that represent
countries.

Year 5
● Identify similarities and differences in

everyday life
● List some similarities and differences

between contrasting localities
● Recognise how symbols, products,

objects can represent the
culture/cultures of a country

● Recognise how aspects of the culture
of different countries become
incorporated into the daily life of
others.
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language is
spoken,
especially
mainland
France

Year 4
Children reflect upon celebrations in which they
participate at home, at school and in the wider
community and discuss the similarities with
celebrations in other cultures. They compare
aspects of everyday life at home and abroad, e.g.
sports and hobbies, with children from other
countries. They identify common elements in
traditional stories from other cultures.

Year 4
● Talk about celebrations of which they

have experience
● Know about similar celebrations in

other cultures
● Compare aspects of everyday life at

home and abroad
● Identify similarities in traditional

stories, building on relevant Y2/3
literacy  objectives

Year 6
Children compare attitudes of different cultures.
They discuss stereotypes and reflect on the
importance of developing tolerance and
understanding between people. They celebrate
their understanding and knowledge with others

Year 6
● Demonstrate understanding of and

respect for cultural diversity
● Present information about an aspect of

another country.

Knowledge
about
language

Year 3
At this initial stage, children begin to foster their interest in the similarities and differences between
languages and begin to think together about how they are learning the new language.

Year 5
Children become more aware of simple structures and conventions. They further develop their
recognition of pattern and their ability to manipulate language.

Year 4
Children begin to recognise and apply some simple patterns. They begin to share their knowledge about
language and develop some basic techniques for memorising and using language.

Year 6
Children become more confident users of language, reflecting on their knowledge about language and
using this to make meanings that matter to them. They develop greater independence in applying
language learning strategies and in transferring language from one context to another.
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